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\; \__,.,_/Bﬁuﬁ‘a\) war, the city eternal 1s the happy abode of

~7" the gods ‘It“‘é'tands amidst a vast expanse of lush fields and

brovesoverlooking the mountamn caves of Khandagiri and
Udayagiri The spacious and limpid river Dayd flowing
nearby and the mountain Dhauli standing majestically take
the mind nostalgically to the Great Kaliiga War of Afoka 1n
the days of yore and his melancholic broodings which trans-
formed him from Candadoka to Dharméasoka Beautiful and
majestic temples dating from 6th century A D onwards with
therr sculptures full of power and hfe representing the gods
and goddesses of the Hindu pantheon stand here symbolizing
the magnificence of man’s spiritual aspiration that defies
time and creed Further the full breasted and deep-hipped
ladies with their lovelorn spouses in deep embracing mood,
the danseuses and other sublime sculptures in the temples
reveal the typical Indian mind which 1s at once amorous,
obscene, subtle and refined The place along with its
adjoming area was known as Ekdmra Ksetra in antiquity
God-1ntoxicated people from various corners of India flock
together 1n the Ksetra Though Siva 1s the tutelary deity and
the Ksetra a predominantly Saiva Ksetra other gods have
also their own majestic sanctums A pilgrimage to the holy
shrines 1s considered by most Indians as a significant event
that fulfils therr hfe on earth and a path leading to the
Iiberation from the shackles of life and death The Ekimra
Purana hke Ka§i Mahatmya, Nepdla Mahatmya, Gayi
Mabatmya, etc, aims at luring the pilgnms througha
dialysis of religious consciousness by working on the
glorification of Ekamra Ksetra i rehigious terms It 1s
classed under Upapur@nas and 1s Sivaite m character
Though more than five centuries have elapsed since its
composition scholars have failed m their proper estimation
of the text due to 1ts transcription 1 Onya script
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Though not much of light 1s shed on the text, stray
references to it are found here and there The earliest
reference seems to be found i Gadiadhara Mahapitra
Rayaguru’s (C 18th century A D) Kalasara, a smrt1 work of
Orssa, subsequently Raghunatha Dasa (C 1685-1775 A D)
the author of Ké@lamirnaya, Krsna MiSra (C 1736 A D) the
author of Kalasarvasva et al also accepted the work as an
authority for settling the period of various feasts and
festivals to be observed 1n the Ekdmra Ksetra

The work 1s not merely a religious treatise The
elements of historicity make 1t more acceptable Hence it
was natural that historians on Orissa History had to take
note of the work W W Hunter mn his pioneering work
History of Orissa, Vol II has classed it under the group of
manuscripts of doubtful authorship R L Mitra 1n his
Antiquities of Orissa, Vol 1I sought to accept it among the
four great religious works 1n Sanskrit to trace the legendary
account of Bhubaneswar, the other three being the Brahma
Purina, the Siva Purdna and the Kapila Samhiti Though
Bkimra Pur@na was recognized as a work of historical
importance 1ts contents were not properly churned out Among
the antiquarians best utilizing the text was Dr K C Pamgrih;,
an 1ndigenous historian of Orissa in his monumental work
““Archaeological Remains at Bhubaneswar(1961) He extracted
relevant historical facts from the text and translated some
portions of it into English to prove the historicity of the
work It was mainly due to his strenuous effort that the
scholars of India and abroad became aware of the rich possi-
bilities 1n the text Another notable scholar who evinced
keen interest in the text was Dr RC Hazra Dr Hazra
a keen student of Religion and Purénic Studies lay his hands
on a bird’s eye view of the text which came out i “Poona
Orentalist” (Vol XVI Nos 1-4) as far back as 1952 AD
It was his unfamiliarity with the Onyd alphabets which
stood on the way in proceeding further in this direction as
clarified by hum 1n his Studies in the Upapurdnas Vol 11, As
# matter of fact most of the Manuscripts except two are 1n
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Oriyd characters Out of the two manuscripts Bengali
character one was preserved 1 the Dacca University
Library (Vide MS No 4492, which dates back to Saka 1663
(C 1741 AD) and was collected from the district of
Hoogly 1n Bengal), and the other one which 1s an mcomplete
one 1n the Calcutta Sanskrit College (vide Catalogue No 1V,
pp 7-8,No 10) The only one coming out in the printed
form probably in the first half of this century was n Oriya
seript In view of its significant contribution to the study of
the regional History and Culture and the difficulties faced
by the scholars for its use, the critical edition of the text n
Devanagari script was a long felt need It imduced me to
undertake this task 1n my own humble way

In the present century we have reached the cross-
roads of history With the passing out of two World Wars
and the dangers of a fresh nuclear holocaust looming large 1n
the horizon the process of desiccation of spiritual values from
the human mind has set 1n The world has turned out
to be a spiritual wasteland To neutralize the spiritual
vacuum that has crept 1, a vibrant devotional resurgence
has become the need of the hour Though supreme spiritual
reality 1s to be sought witbin the cavern of one’s heart yet
external forms can often serve as catalysts for the emergence
of the deeper revelation The myths, legends and characters
mn the Ekdmra Purdna have at their root a deeper spintual
and psychological significance which can take man to a
divine state of blessedness

Orissa with 1ts rich cultural heritage and no dearth of
literature yet undiscovered, can prove to be a scholar’s
paradise and add considerably to the human knowledge I
crave the indulgence of the orientalists to discover fresh
pastures here i bringing to light undiscoverd facets of
knowledge and serving the cause of the humamity meaning-
fully

It 15 a great pleasure and privilege to thank publicly

some of those who have contributed towards bringing the
book to its present form, Mr Kedéranatha Mohapatra, ex-
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Superintendent, Orissa State Museum, meidentally a native
of the Ksetra who 1s alas, no more with us today infused the
1dea mto me to go ahead with this work Till death separated
him from us he was a constant source of inspiration to me

I have also benefited immensely from the unstinting help
extended by Pt Nilamami Misra, Curator, Manuscript
Section, Orissa State Museum 1n all possible way 1n studying
the macuscript and putting me on the right track all the
while No word seems to be adequate to express my
gratitude to Sr1 Somanitha Ratha, Retired Pandit of Orissa
Sahitya Academy, Bhubaneswar who had to cover
considerable distance early in the morning everyday 1n such a
ripe age to assist me ;n my editorial work His intense
enthusiasm 1n scholastic pursuit seems to have defied his age
The Librarian, Adyar Library and Theosophical Centre,
Madras, Superintendent, Orissa State Museum, Libraran,
Parya Library, Utkal University deserve their share of thanks
for making me available the copies of the manuscript at their
disposal I am also duty bound to acknowledge the labour
put 1in by my student Mr Subdsa Candra Tripathy of M A
(Sanskrit) class 1n transcribing the text for the press I take
this opportunity to express my gratitude to the authorities of
the Department of Education and Culture, Government
of India, New Delhi for providing substantial funds for its
publication,

S Nag Sharan Singh, M/s Nag Publishers, Delhi, has
done a commendable job 1n seeing the book through the
press 1 record time

BHUBANESWAR Upendra Nath Dhal

Deepavali Vam Vihar
12, 11. 1985
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INTRODUCTION

The Ekdmra Pur2na s accepted as ome of the oldest
works of Orissa and deals with the glory and greatness of
Bkimra Ksetra, Bhubaneshwar, the new capital of Orissa
At to the title of the Ksetra, 1t 1s said that due to the
presence of a lovely tope of a single Mango tree (ekdmra
vrksa) 1n the area, 1t was named after 1t! Another account
seeks to differ from the above slightly and states that the
Ksetra was so named as 't was surrounded by hundreds of
Mango groves? Even though these two accounts do not
agree literally, 1t 1s ewvident that due to the presence of a
Mango grove the Ksetra was so named Thus the text
der1ves the title

The text professes to be an Upapurina or Minor
Purdna Following the orthodox religious tradition the
Mahdpuranas like the Kidrma, the Skanda (n different
parts), the Brahmavaivarta, the Garuda, the Padma also try
to enumerate the names of the traditional eighteen Upa-
purdpas Like the above Mahapurdnas the Upapurdnas viz
the Devi-Bhigavata, the Brhaddharma, the Pardsara, the
Brhadaudanasa, the Viruna and the Ek@mra also set out the
name of the eighteen Upapurdnas Though in these accounts
there seems to be no complete agreement as to the title of the
orthodox eighteen Upapurénas, the name of the Ekdmra 1s
conspicuous by 1ts absence 1 other works except the Ekamra

1 Ekdmravrksas tatr asit purd kalpe dvyottamah/
ndmna tasy aiva tat ksetram Ekamrakam tt: Srutam|| 12,
Brahma Purdna Ed HN Apte, ASS No 28, Poona, 1895,
Ch 4112, cf Kapila Samhitd, Ch 13 55, Svarnddri
Mghodaya Ch 1 5, Ekamra Candrikd, Ch 16

2 tatra ca Ksetram Ekdmram GmrdaramasSatasriiam/
‘ekea devakulam devakulair akulam adbhutamf| 9.

“Ananta-Vasudeva Inscription of Paramarddi Deva”
(1278 A D.) Epigraphia Indica ,Vol. XIII, pp. 150-155,
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but they appear to be fully conscious of the existence of a
large number of such other texts The Bkamra Purdna, on
the other hand, emphatically tries to establish it as one of the
Upapurdnas by including 1t among the names of the eighteen
Upapurdnas i the very first chapter of the text (Vide the
Cr edn Adh 123) Thus the claim of the Ek@mra as an
Upapurdna cannot be completely neglected Like other
Upapuranas, the Ekamra styles simply ‘Purdna’ not
Upapurdna and thus tries to pass on its own merit without
carmg to attach 1itself for the sake of authority to any of the
principal Purinas Though 1t 1s designated as Purdna, 1t 1s
of very late origin

So far as the period of composition of the text 15 concerned
different views have been developed by different scholars
Hazra holds that 1t 1s a work of the Agamic P&éupatg; as 1t
refers to Siva Samhitd, Siva Tantra on several occasions as
authorities on Vrata, Pratisthd etc  In 1ts list of the eighteen
Mahipurnas 1t 1ncludes Narastmha Puripa and 1n the
enumeration of the Upapurinas it includes Devl Purina,
K&hka Purdna, Brhadndradiya Puraga etc Because of its
copious references i Gadddhara’s Kalasira and in the
Uttara Khanda of the Bengal recension of the Siva Purdna
he1s inclined to fix the date of its composition between
C950AD and 1150 AD On the other hand, 1n view of
the occurrence of Ananta-Véasudeva temple, which was bult
by 1278 A D and the reference to Mahéipétra as the designa-
tion of a high officer during the Ganga period, which was
first accepted by Kapilendra Deva before he was crowned ag
the first King of Gajapat: dynasty, K C Panigrih; attempts
to date the text to the fourteenth century A D 4 Besides these,
probably the scholars concerned failed to take note of one
Siva shrine named after Kapilendra Deva (1435-1467 A D ),

3. RC. Hazra, “The Ekdmra Purdna, A Work of Orissa”,
Poona Orientalist, Vol XVI, Nos 1-4, pp 70-76,

4. K C Panigrahi, Archeological Remains at Bhubaneshwar,
Second edition Cuttack, 1981, pp 22-23.



which 1s popularly known as KapileSvara Though the
work refers to certain events and traditions, which are much
carlier than the actual date of its composition, the upper age
himut of the work can be held to be as old as the 15th century
AD

The Upapurdnas are mainly sectarian 1n character and
try to glorify this divinity or that along with the place of
their origin  Like the Nilamata Purdna, which seeks to sing
the religious and cultural traditions of Kashmir together with
its mythic origin, the Ek3mra Purdna also tries to highlight
the BEkamra Ksetra, a well-known Saiva Ksetra of Orissa
together with the historical, cultural and religious traditions
prevailing there at the time of its composition Though 1t 18
included 1n the group of four Sanskrit texts which praise the
Bkimra Ksetra, 1t appears to be by far the oldest and the
best and 1s voluminous 1n size It consists of 70 Adhy3yas
and claims to have six thousand verses, whereas the other
three works ke the Kapila Samhitd, the Svarnidn
Mahodaya and the Ekdmra Candrikd contain 21, 31 and
15 Adhydyas respectively and are comparatively smaller m
size Out of these the Ekimra Purdna 1s comprehensive m
character and seems to be the oldest among them asits
phraseology has been borrowed by the other three works

erther directly or indirectly.

The work 1s divided into five Améas or parts , and the
Amsas consist of 10, 22, 14, 16 and 8 Adhyayas respectively
It s a Sivaite text and puts Siva m superior position to
Brahmi, Vispu and other gods In the usual pattern of the
Purdnas 1t opens with an account of the origin of the
umiverse as well as of Brahmd, Visnu and Rudra from Siva
after the description of Mahdpralaya or great dissolution and
the cosmography m the first part In subsequent parts it
professes to deal with the onigin and history of the notable
temples m the Ekamra Ksetra at Bhubaneshwar along with
other matters as the rituals, festivals and the merts that
accrue from the worship of the particular deities. As it 18
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avowedly a Saiva work and advocates throughout the
superiority of faith in the Sivalingam (Linga cult) over all
other forms of worship, we come across number of legends
1n connection with the establishment of all the principal
Saiva shrines and sacred spots together with their respective
distance and direction Among them mention may be made of
the sanctums namely, R@me$vara, Parasurdmesvara, Lmga-
rija, Brahme$vara, Meghesvara, Yamesvara, Bhaskaresvara,
Ananta-Vasudeva etc  Besides, the work informs us about
the number of temples existed at the time of 1ts composition

Some of the Adhyiyas have been devised to serve as Pilgrims’
guide for various purposes In view of its notable contribution

towards the reconstruction of the history and culture of
region, the critical edition of the text was a long-felt need

The Vulgate Text of the Ekdmra Purdna

The Vulgate text of the Ekdmra Purdna has been
available m three printed editions (all mm Orya script) Out
of the three editions the following two 4re incomplete and
the last one 1s complete In view of 1ts completeness 1t 1s
mcluded m the critical apparatus

(a) The Oriya edition of the text was published by
Govinda Ratha at Cuttack It begins with the first Adhyaya
of the first Amsa or section and ends with the completion of
second section  The first section consisting of ten Adhydyas
18 complete, but out of twentytwo Adhydyasin the second
section, it includes twenty Adhydyas only and omits the
Adhydyas like nineteen and twentv The fact 13 evident from
the colophon to the last Adhyaya of the edition The cause
of omission 1s not specific In each Adhydya the verses are
numbered It 15 an incomplete text

It begins—3% FHY WY fasRgaTry |
feder gyl fatiay fro
arsermeatfafn gratfaemed famd
wTaTEAfy HREAY T WEISO G T
g gwargarfaaare v 9wy 1 1
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GRT GRIYT ST qHeAS wf /T |
gawfafy a9=e g aeaadigaq b 2 1)
It ends

afaraafs awve arar 7 fawdwmfy
Q|qauqeq o awc afegeafa 0 114

The colophon to the first Adhyaya s
TAFTHIAG  veARAAATAT afgarar gwdsd  aegfrEw
I qguISEg |

The colophon to the last Adhydya of the edition states—
TATIHYU vEagaraEat afzaar fGddss Jargramy
feoawfug-admmma @iw @fawissars o
fefratsw @wreT 0

(b) Another Oriyd edition of the Ekamra Purinag was
published by Ratndkara Gardbadu and prated at S$ri
Ridhiraman Press, Cuttack by Sr1 Laksmudbar Gardbady
The edition consists of fiftyone Adhyayas and incorporates
four Amsas or sections out of five in the original The first
section contains ten Adhydyas, the second section twentytwo,
the third fourteen, the fourth five Adhydyas only and total
number of Adhydyas comes to fiftyone The verse 1in this
edition 1s not numbered As it omits eleven chapters from
the fourth section and the entire fifth section consisting of
eight chapters, 1t 1s an mcomplete edition, but 1t 1s not clearly
mentioned 1n the same

The colophon to the last Adhyaya runs -
FEAFTHGUT wgas & afimd eFesamg wsAw
qaTe |

Defects of the Vulgate Texts

In these two editions there 1s no uniformity 1n the number
of verses and at times the text of the one differs from the
other Some of the lines are also dropped Though these are
taken into account for deciphermg the correct readng of the
text, they are not reliable for reconstructing the complete text
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as they are incomplete 1n their cwn ways In order to bring
out the critical edition of the work the following Manuscripts
are collected and collated

The Critical Apparatus

The following Manuscripts along with another Onya
edition forming the critical apparatus are collected—

Al — Orniya MS No 75181 from the Adyar Library
and Research Centre, Adyar, Madras

A2 — Omnya MS No 75138 from the Adyar Library and
Research Centre, Adyar, Madras

Bl — Oriya MS No P/18 from Onssa State Museum
Manuscript Library, Bhubaneshwar

B2 — Oriya MS No P/422 from Omssa State Museum
Manuscript Library, Bhubaneshwar

C — Onya edition produced by Sr1 Ratnadkara Gara-
badu, Cuttack

V —Orniya MS No S1/6 from the Paryd Library,
Palmleaf section, Utkal Umniversity, Vam Vihar,
Bhubneshwar.

Detailed account of the Manuscripts
Al

Itis a palm leaf Manuscript preserved in the Adyar
Library and Research Centre, Adyar, Madras and bears the
catalogue number 75181 It 1s supphed to me by the Labrary
m photostat form Though 1t 15 wrtten in small Onyd
scrpt, its language 1s Sanskrit and 1s 1 a good condition
Number of folia 146, size 39 X34 cm Each page contans
four lines and each line consists of 80 letters approximately.
It contamns the first two Améas or sections consisting of 32
Adhy8yas 1n total and 18 an incomplete Manuscript  The
verses are not numbered but the Adhydyas are numbered
scrially irrespective of the Amfas There are margmalia of
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ohé imnch in each side of the page It begins with the follow-
mg —
& AAY WY | 9 fasAvETE
Fifgde guygly fatzriay fraawm
IrmeATqartatey fratframt feat o
qrarrsafy FRY 9 AHE T 9T
AQAFFITGAITTAIGES G0 TN 1

The colophon to the first Adhyaya runs thus—
FATTHYT YEargeATagaat afgarar sais ¢ aegfwn am
SqRISSATT |}

And the colophon to the last Adhydya of the Manuscript
states—

FRFTHYUS segsmArEat afgaar s & Fgaa™
fezoasfagadtme qw oifewissara
fedisw gaea o
st = ST

A2

It 1s a palm leaf Manuscript collected from the Adyar
Library and Research Centre, Adyar, Madras and carres
the catalogue No 75138 The photostat copy of the Manus-
cript was supplied by the authorties of Adyér Library and
research Centre Itis wrtten 1 Onya script and 15 well-
preserved Size 39 5X35cm and the number of foha 194.
There are four lines 1 a page and 80 letters in a line on
average The Manuscriptis a continuation of the other one
viz Al It starts from the beginning of the third Am$a and
ends with the completion of the work Thus it contams
thirtyeight Adhyayas and 1s an 1ncomplete one The
Adhyayas are numbered serially but the verses are not num-
bered The Manuscript opens—

FIRIVISEA AEAMH ATg TG § |
X wiw MNawe slegemirmdaee
Agfaadaz, wa far wonfie Nfe oo gzad )



sty wfefed axdt afg afg wafe gz s 0
g wafs wanfes ATEmRIEN T |
guFEAfAaaHTd sy gedEE |
REATAITFYSG UIEIATLNGeg-a1dve |
HFEFYE F-F AHIHET T7° 11
&% TH AT |
FTGFAIL AT
T TTRAA AT AU |
dgEFaa € U9 Ag @ |
The colophon to the first Adhydya of the Manuscript
tuns thus
QAFHIAT SZHEAAtHEt afgar gRdsd g A
wafeqaniseata |
And the colophon to the last Adhyaya of the Manuscript
states —
AFTHIAT SgaEEAriTaat afeqrar weudsd agwawayfy-
YT AW geafqawissaTa
UICTEATT T |

sfemguauaafa tafedd oqd

g qrRrgwERdEE T adar )y

aq Fewaqey fAqaT aergag adar
T FgW g Faaed wfag ¥ a@ew 7§y
ST AR TS TIAAT TAUA |

Thus the concluding portiou of the Manuscript tries to
specify the name of the scribe like Ke$ava and his birth in
a Brahmin famuily But there 18 no clue to know the exact
time of its copy

Bi

Itis a palm leaf Manuscript preserved in the Orissa
State Museum Manuscript Library and bears the catalogue
No P/18 It was presented bylate Pt Ratnakar Garabadu,
Bhubaneswar, Dist Purion 141950 to the Library Num-~
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ber of folla 200, Size 39X4 cm There are margmala of
one mch n each side of the page There are 4-7 lines a page
and number of letters to a line 1s 85 on average

Written 1n Oriyd character 1t 1s 10 fair condition  The
verses are not numbered but the Adhydyas are numbered
serially It 1s a complete text consisting of seventy Adhydyas
On comparison 1t 1s found that the contents tally to a greater
extent verbatim with the Adyar group of Manuscripts stated
earher It begins—

3% ARY wEq | q97 fasisaTy |

Afader gugdy Mathia fem
TreeaTaaaifafs gratfrmad feadao
qraTdrsafy F7IRY T AT TG G-
T E-aAEAag-TqF aq qeA ||

The colophon from the first Adhyaya of the first section
to the last Adhyaya of the third section1¢, 46 Adhydya runs
serially The colophon to the 46th Adhydya runs thus—

AFTHIUG  CHIgEETaEal  QfgaEr JEERARGIERET
AR FERAIAIeaE qaais @ qurd |

After the third section the chapters of the rest of the
sections are numbered individually The colophon of the
first Adhyaya to the fourth section 1 ¢ , 47th Adhyaya states—

EIFTHN SEEgEaWeEat afgarar sqasd amfacar.
frgavaTa) AT TYAISEATT |

Similarly other Adhyayas till the end of the fifth and
the last section are numbered separately The last colophon-

TAFTHIAT ¥ qrgaarivaal afgarar qsuwsq dTEARA-
sftwea ara geafaaarssaT
HTCAIET 9792 |
IUAAg AFA q GFATTAFATD G
fafare-qqgenfefryse etz fiox o
greafaaRFTHI I | shgwaEg |
sifaram aw
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amqseFfefargeagfeiaied |
3.8 fafaa weu qaaq afaradq o

ot -1 I st n

The concluding portion of the work only states the name
of the scribe (Dayanidhi Mishra) and his devotion to Liga-
rija, the famous deity of Bhubaneshwar, but the period of
1ts transcription etc , 1s not known

B2

The palm leaf Manuscript bearing No P/422 1s found
in the Orissa State Museum Manuscript Library, Bhubanesh-
war These two Manuscripts are available to me n paper
copy form through the kindness of Pt N Miéra, Curator,
Ornssa Sfate Museum, Bhubaneswar It appears very old
Script Oriyd, writing small and fair

Number of folios 195, all intact but some pages are
moth-eaten and broken Size 27 5X3 5 cm. There are 4-6
lies per page and about 80 letters per ine The verses are
numbered , and Adhydyas of each section are numbered
separately The text 1s complete in 70 Adhyayas, it appears
to be dependable one The Manuscript was purchased from
Somandtha Panda, Village Rudrapura, P O Chatid, District
Cuttack 1n 1963 It begins—

& siratad T9 | fEqr qeEEs A
It ends—
EFHIA yEageEarat afggrar  osedsd awea-
gfawaq q geHIsATT |

AT 47 |
meemfed 9& drewar gEATaR |
fagdeaiw fasior fafas geaw fay
w1 q8g o gfaet et
sy wrrligay argom. &g fadar o 1
agar gfton @y gfron awg 9
1 gwArT g A wRt w2



ti

The conclodmg lines make 1t clear that 1t was copied by
some Siddhe$vara Mira 1n the month of Vai$dkha on Wed-
nesday of dark fortmght Ina way 1t may focus some light
on the date of composition of the text in general

C

It 1s & printed text 1n Oniyd character and was published
by Pandita Ratndkara Garfibadu, Cuttak The work con-
tamns seventy Adhyadyas, and carries 516 pages Thoughit
includes all the Adhy3yas, 1n some places some of the couplet
are missing, whereas 1n some other places some lines are also
not found But under the present circumstances it 18 accep-
ted as one of the base materials for the purpose of collation

v

Itis a palm leaf Manuscript preserved i the Parya
Library, Manuscript Sectson, Utkal University, Vami Vihar,
Bhubaneswar and bears the catalogue No S1/6 It 1s copied
from the Palm leaf Manuscrnipt and was supphed to me by
Pandita Assistant, St Sriuvasa Ratha of the section Num-
ber of fohos-113, size 37X3cm There are 4 lmesmn a
page and 90 letters ma lne on average The marginaka
of one inch 1n each side of the page 1s found 1t 1s wntten
n Onyd script and 1s m & very bad state of preservation,
Some of the folios are moth-eaten, some broken and overall
1t appears to be very old The Adhyayas are numbered but
not thre verses It Bepins fromr the 33rd Adhydya:e, from
the begmmmg of the third seetion—

& A WAl AgRATE )
oft FAEHICATS |
i QTG t'ntthtq !
| Yewadiy @ gOYH T Ed o
Amd the cotophow o the fitst Adhydya of the Manus-
eript—

TRy vz qrggardteat dfgar qittsd  Yogrameed

ATH KQHISSAET 1



it

The Manuscript ends with the followng lmes of the
Adhyaya 69 59-61a—

AqELEd arver qfafeeor WY

feraeiteg aferatredy amiseg ¥ 1
gatweafaaTy a9RaTAeEa |
wrauagy favanen-sAes g qaINy )
wdaraq FIAY qEaw @ifawg |
frafawr frwme wsaagasm o
gfa Wraegd '

The colophon to the Adhy@ya of the text 1s not found

As the Manuscript drops thirtytwo Adhyayas from the
beginning and one Adhydya and some verse 1n the end, 1t 1s
an mcomplete Manuscript

Groupings of the Manuscripts

Out of the six base works, the Manuseripts A1, A2, Bl
and C appear to carry the same text tradition and seem to
have been copied from the same source Among the other
two, B2 1s a complete text and shows 1ts individuality, where-
as V bemng an mncomplete one, sometimes it tries to follow-
the tradition of B2 and sometimes the earker group Thus
V appears to have acquamntance with both the groups of
traditions.

Testimonia

The Ekémra Purdng was composed in Orssa and was
completed by'the 15th century A.D at the latest, If one
tries to scan other literary sources, it does not appear to have
been referred to by any other earhier texts whatsoever. But
among the Smrt1 works accepting the authority of the Ekimra
Purdpa, Kélasira of Gadddhara R3jaguru’ (C 1715 A D))
seems to be the earhest Gadadhara tres to quote the text in

- the é6ntext of fourteen ytras of Bhubaneshwar. Raghundtha

1 Kalasiraof Gadidhara Rijagury, Vol LEd Pt Sadaéiva
Miéra, Ist edn , Calcutta, 1904
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Disal (C 1710—1750 A D) the author of Kdlanirpaya tries
to dwell upon the text for the fairs and festivals of Bhubanesh-
war Smmularly M M Krspa MiSra2 (C 1750 A D), the author
of Kalasarvasa also profusely quotes the work under similar
context From all these references, i1t appears that the
Ekimra Purdna was not so popular and authentic source
prior to the eighteenth century A D But 1n the works of the
eighteenth century and onwards the work 1s variously quoted
in view of its popularity

2 Kalamirnaya of Raghunith Ddasa, the text 18 collected
from an unpublished dissertation for Vidyavaridhi of Sri
Khageévara Misra, Rastriya Sanskrit Samsth@na, Delhs,
1983,

3 KN Mahapatra, 4 Descriptive Catalogue of Sanscrit
Manuscripts of Orissa, VolI, Bhubaneshwar, 1958,
Appendix, pp. 15-17,
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